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- Exposed

Reviewed by
Thomas Lask

. THE POLITICS OF HEROIN IN SOUTTL--

. EAST ASIA. By Alfred W. McCoy, with

. Cathleen” B, Reed and Leonard I', Adams 11,

Harper & Row; 464 pp.; $10.95.

LTHOUGH ‘*‘The Politics of Southeast

Asia” is packed with information, some

-of il of considerable compexity. its charges

(for that is what its conclusions are) are sim-

ple enough to be spelled out in a school pri-
mer.

Seyenty per cent of the world’s supply of
‘heroin, the book asserts. has its origin in

‘Southeast Asia in an area of northeast Burma,

North Laos and North Thailand known as the
“Golden Triangie.” :

It is transporied in the planes, vehicles and
other conveyances supplied by the United
States. The profit from the (rade has been
going into the pockets of some of our best
- friends in Southeastl Asia.

~ The charge concludes with the statement
that the {raffic is being carried on with the
indifference if not the closed-cyc compliance
of some American officials and there is no
likelihood of its being shut down in the fore--
- secable future. ' :
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“the subjeet for 18 months and who has already
“been embroiled. with the Central Intelligence
Agency over them.

Pefore publication. his book was attacked-

by the CIA for what it said were unjust accu-
‘sations that the ageney knew of but failed to
stem that heroin tratfic. After reading the gal-
leys (which the publisher had made available)
and sending off a critique to Harper’s, the CIA
- took no further action. .

X is difficult for anyonc not close to the
field to assess the accuracy of McCoy’s mate-
‘rial. But it must be said that his book is a
serious. sober. headline-shunning study with
- §3 pages of supporling notes. referring to a
large number of personal interviews, newspa-

per accounts, previously pubtished hooks,

. Congressional commitiee hearings, govern-
_ment reports and United Nations documents.
It is so filled with information that it will take

a great deal ‘more than mere dislike of its
: contents to demolish it. X

Y o
~ Official Acknowiedgement

~ Perhaps the greatest guarantee of its'accu-
- racy is a cabinet-level report prepared by offi-

cials of.the CIA, the Stale Department and the .
Defense Deparimeintthat confirms the main .
findings of the McCoy book. The report. dated -
Feb. 21, 1072. said that “‘here is no prospect”™ -
of slemming the smuggling of drugs by air |

and sea in Southeast Asia and cited as one
reason the fact that “the governments inthe
yregion are unable or in some cases unwilling”
fo make a truly effective effort lo curb the
traffic. : -

That drug smuggling is not a problem re~

mote from us can be seen from the fact that a
shipment of the Double U-O Globe brand, a
‘bulk heroin manufactured in the Golden
Triangle, was seized in an amount estimated
by the police to be worth $3.5 million in the
Lexington hotel in New York City last Novem-
ber and another shipment worth by police esti-
mates to be $2.25 million was taken in Miamd.

The politics of heroin — and in this book
the emphasis is on the politics — is an artful
one. McCoy cites the case of Ngo Dinh Nhuy,
brother of President Ngo Dinh Diem of South
Vietnam, later murdered by his colleagues.

_ During his brother’s regime, Nhu was head
of the secret police and had set up a close
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